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Entering Education Benefits

 TaxSlayer Navigation: Federal Section>Deductions>Credits Menu>Education Credits; or Keyword “8863”

See determining qualified expenses page earlier in 
this tab.

For lifetime learning credit, course-related books, 
materials, and supplies are not included as qualified 
expenses unless paid directly to the institution as a 
condition of enrollment.

If the taxpayer was under age 24 at the 
end of the year and met the conditions as 
outlined in the student under age 24 chart 
in this tab, they can’t take the refundable 
American opportunity credit.

Note: TaxSlayer will allow you to compare 
the education benefits and determine the 
largest refund using each benefit.
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Entering Education Benefits (continued)

  TaxSlayer Navigation: Federal Section>Deductions>Credits Menu>Education Credits Form 1098-T; or  
 Keyword “8863” or “1098-T”

• Only the taxpayer is eligible 
to claim the credit if he or she 
claims the student as a depen-
dent. Only the student is eligible 
if he or she isn’t claimed as a 
dependent (even if he or she 
can be claimed) - no matter who 
pays. 

• For the American opportunity 
credit only, qualified tuition and 
related expenses include books, 
supplies and equipment needed 
for the course, whether or not 
they were purchased from the 
institution as a condition of 
enrollment. Computers, however, 
can only be included IF they are 
a requirement for enrollment or 
attendance.

 If American opportunity credit is selected 
but the taxpayer is determined to be ineligible 
after answering qualifying questions, TaxSlayer 
will automatically change the credit to lifetime 
learning without changing the tax preparer’s credit 
selection or any other warning.

Note: See Disallowance of Certain 
Refundable Credits in Tab I, Earned 
Income Credit, if the taxpayer received a 
letter saying they had to complete Form 
8862, Information To Claim Certain Credits 
After Disallowance.

Note: The following aren’t qualifying expenses 
for education credits: room and board, insurance, 
medical, transportation, or personal expenses, 
even if the amount must be paid to the institution 
as a condition of enrollment or attendance. If the 
educational expenses are associated with sports, 
games, hobbies, or other noncredit courses, see 
Publication 970 for more information.

Note: The bottom screenshot refers to students filing their own return.




