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Alimony Requirements  
(Instruments Executed After 1984)

Payments ARE alimony if all of the following are true: Payments aren’t alimony if any of the following are true:

Payments are required by a divorce or separation 
instrument.

Payments aren’t required by a divorce or separation 
instrument.

Payer and recipient spouse don’t file a joint return with 
each other.

Payer and recipient spouse file a joint return with each other.

Payment is in cash (including checks or money orders). Payment is:
• Not in cash,
• A noncash property settlement,
• Spouse’s part of community income, or
• To keep up the payer’s property.

Payment isn’t designated in the instrument as not 
alimony.

Payment is designated in the instrument as not alimony.

Spouses legally separated under a decree of divorce 
or separate maintenance aren’t members of the same 
household.

Spouses legally separated under a decree of divorce or 
separate maintenance are members of the same household.

Payments aren’t required after death of the recipient 
spouse.

Payments are required after death of the recipient spouse.

Payment isn’t treated as child support. Payment is treated as child support.

These payments are deductible by the payer and 
includible in income by the recipient.

These payments are neither deductible by the payer nor 
includible in income by the recipient.

IRA Deduction 
Note: Taxpayer’s age must be 70½ or younger to contribute to a traditional IRA; if married filing 
separately, couldn’t have lived together any time during the year.

Note: compensation for purposes of an IRA contribution includes alimony received.

TaxSlayer® Hint: If the taxpayer made a traditional IRA contribution, select Adjustments from the 
Deductions menu, then select IRA deduction, shown below. Don’t enter a Roth IRA contribution 
on this screen. Enter it in the Credits section. If eligible, the software will calculate a Retirement 
Savings Contributions Credit. Be sure to enter any applicable retirement plan distributions. See the 
Nonrefundable Credits tab for more information on this credit.

TIP


