Info Sheet 4 Excerpts from President Jackson's Nullification Proclamation December 10, 1832
Theme 2: Taxes in U.S. History
Lesson 2: Early Tax Issues
The following is an excerpt from President Andrew Jackson's Nullification Proclamation,
December 10, 1832.
. . . This, then, is the position in which we stand. A small majority of the citizens of one State
in the Union have elected delegates to a State convention; that convention has ordained that
all the revenue laws of the United States must be repealed, or that they are no longer a
member of the Union. The governor of that State has recommended to the legislature the
raising of an army to carry the secession into effect, and that he may be empowered to give
clearances to vessels in the name of the State. No act of violent opposition to the laws has yet
been committed, but such a state of things is hourly apprehended, and it is the intent of this
instrument to PROCLAIM, not only that the duty imposed on me by the Constitution, “to
take care that the laws be faithfully executed,” shall be performed to the extent of the powers
already vested in me by law or of such others as the wisdom of Congress shall devise and
Entrust to me for that purpose; but to warn the citizens of South Carolina, who have been
deluded into an opposition to the laws, of the danger they will incur by obedience to the
illegal and disorganizing ordinance of the convention—to exhort those who have refused to
support it to persevere in their determination to uphold the Constitution and laws of their
country, and to point out to all the perilous situation into which the good people of that State
have been led, and that the course they are urged to pursue is one of ruin and disgrace to the
very State whose rights they affect to support.
Fellow citizens of the United States! the threat of unhallowed disunion—the names of those,
once respected, by who it is uttered—the array of military force to support it—denote the
approach of a crisis in our affairs on which the continuance of our unexampled prosperity,
our political existence, and perhaps that of all free governments, may depend. The
conjuncture demanded a free, a full, and explicit enunciation, not only of my intentions, but
of my principles of action, and as the claim was asserted of a right by a State to annul the
laws of the Union, and even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my opinions
in relation to the origin and form of our government, and the construction I give to the
instrument by which it was created, seemed to be proper. Having the fullest confidence in the
justness of the legal and constitutional opinion of my duties which has been expressed, I rely
with equal confidence on your undivided support in my determination to execute the laws—
to preserve the Union by all constitutional means—to arrest, if possible, by moderate but
firm measures, the necessity of a recourse to force; and, if it be the will of Heaven that the
recurrence of its primeval curse on man for the shedding of a brother’s blood should fall
upon our land, that it be not called down by any offensive act on the part of the United
States. . . .
In testimony whereof, I have caused seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed, having
signed the same with my hand.
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